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hen Nicholas Bennett received the
Sacrament of Confirmation at age
14, he received it with an open, generous
heart. The graces of this sacrament washed
over his soul, and he felt a profound desire
to follow in the footsteps of Christ in an
extraordinary way.
“I remember first hearing the call to
the priesthood in eighth grade at my Confirmation ceremony,” Deacon Nicholas
says. “It was then I heard the Good Lord
calling me to something greater than myself — the Church! When I got to high
school at Bishop John Snyder, this call
was made more clear through personal
reflection and serving as an altar server.”
Although he felt confident of his
call to seminary, he discerned that it Deacon Nicholas Bennett is grateful for all of those
who have nurtured his vocation.
was best to wait a little while.
“During my senior year of high school, I knew I was going to eventually be
at the seminary,” Deacon Nicholas says. “However, I decided it was best for me
to attend college first, so I went to Florida State University (FSU). My college
years were truly some of the best times in my life. I made great friends through
the Catholic Student Union and the Brotherhood of Hope, a community of
Catholic religious brothers who serve as missionaries at secular universities.
The support and direction I received from the Brotherhood of Hope was so
amazing — it is hard to describe it.”
Even in the midst of the hustle and bustle of busy college life, God
continued to draw Deacon Nicholas’ heart closer in a beautiful way.
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Deacon Nicholas Bennett

“Towards the end of my sophomore year at FSU, it
became clear to me that I needed to discern the priesthood, so I applied to the diocese early in my junior
year and was accepted the day before Thanksgiving, in
2011,” Deacon Nicholas says. “I could never have anything more to be thankful for than being accepted to
study for the priesthood of Jesus Christ!”
While at St. John Vianney Seminary in Miami,
Deacon Nicholas has especially enjoyed learning about
Church history and Sacred Scripture.
“It has been so interesting to learn about the cultural backdrop behind the books of the Bible, as well as
the authors of the Gospels and their influence on the
Jewish people,” he says.
During his time in seminary, Deacon Nicholas
has had many meaningful experiences that enriched
his faith, and refreshed his soul with the wellspring of
God’s blessings.
“A while ago, I went on an eight-day silent retreat at
the Institute for Priestly Formation with my fellow seminarians,” he says. “It was very special and powerful — the
greatest retreat experience of my life. I felt so close to
the Lord and the Church, and it helped me realize that
spending time in prayer and building my relationship
with God should be the number-one priority in my life.”

continued from front cover
In May of 2019, Deacon Nicholas plans to be ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of St. Augustine. He looks forward to his ordination with much joy,
cherishing a deep desire to be a holy priest.
“I hope to remain faithful to the Church’s teachings, and be a good confessor as well as a good preacher,” he says. “I hope to live a truly moral Christian life
and develop my spirituality more and more.”
Looking back, he is grateful for all of those who
have nurtured his vocation.
“My parents, Randy and Janice, have been a great
example of love to me and my two siblings, David and
Ally,” he says. “They were such good witnesses of the
Catholic faith, and they always made sure that we went
to Mass, no matter where we were or what else was
going on that day. I am also thankful for the Catholic
education I received. My high school religion teacher,
Joy Pichardo, gave me an opportunity to teach Bible
studies to younger students. It really helped me a lot.”
To those who thinking about the priesthood, Deacon Nicholas has some helpful advice to share.
“Above all, you need to just have trust and faith in
the Lord,” he says. “He is not going to lead you astray.
If you think priesthood might be for you, definitely give
it a shot!”

“I hope to remain faithful to the Church’s
teachings, and be a good confessor as well as a good
preacher. I hope to live a truly moral Christian
life and develop my spirituality more and more.”
— Deacon Nicholas Bennett
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A Letter from Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

A

As Summer Winds Down,
Fall Back into Stewardship

ugust has traditionally been regarded as a summer month — a
continuation of July with a few differences, namely back-to-school sales
that arrive during the month. But now,
many schools begin the academic year
in August, with the ever-present backto-school sales falling even earlier in July.
So do we regard August as “still summer” or “the beginning of fall”? While I
don’t have an answer to that question, I
do know that it’s a time when we should
be thinking about how we’re going to
serve as Christian disciples and stewards
once the fall routines begin.
Even for adults long out of school,
the concept of “summer vacation” has
a strong hold on us. Sure, some take
vacations in the fall to see the leaves,
or in winter for skiing or to see family
during the Christmas season — but
we still think of the summer as the
time for vacations. Many also have
the preconceived notion that “nothing happens” in our parish over the
summer. Yes, Mass is still regularly
celebrated, and there are weddings
and funerals. But otherwise, the parish is a quieter place during the summer months… isn’t it?

Of course, that is certainly not
the case. In parishes across America, there are summer programs like
Vacation Bible School for the children, and youth groups are attending
conferences and sharing in service
projects in areas of need. In addition,
both our staff and our volunteers are
busy during the summer, as they prepare for all “normally scheduled” activities that resume after Labor Day.
That brings me to my main point
— how are you preparing to serve as
a steward once Labor Day is past?
Have you thought of how you can
best serve the Lord Jesus with the
talent He has entrusted to you? Have
you planned how you can arrange
your schedule to offer Him more
of your time in prayer, worship and
study? Have you considered how your
budget might be rearranged to share
more of the treasure in your care?
Maybe our Lord is inviting you
to teach religious education, or to
work with the youth, or to visit
shut-ins, or to volunteer at a food
bank, or to sing in the choir, or to
attend weekday Mass, or… well, you
get the idea. While we count down

the days and wait for autumn to arrive, we can use our time to evaluate
how we can be better disciples, better stewards and better Christians
— this fall and throughout the rest
of our lives.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Msgr. Keith Brennan
Pastor
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A Wonderful Time of Fai
Our parish youth enjoyed the opportunity to build their faith and friendships
— all while sharing in plenty of fun — at this summer’s Vacation Bible School
program. We thank all those who volunteered to make this year’s program such a
success, and we wish all of our young parishioners a happy new school year!

4

ith and Fun at VBS 2018
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Faith Formation Classes:

Working With Parents to Build Solid Catholic Foundation

T

he parents in our parish community can be assured that
their children’s growth in faith has
the full support of our Faith Formation program, as we all work to
build a solid Catholic foundation
for our younger generations.
Dina Voutour, Our Lady Star
of the Sea Faith Formation Director, has been preparing the new
year of classes that begins Wednesday, Sept. 5, for children in public
school kindergarten through eighth
grade. The first session runs from
4:30-5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, and
the second session begins at 6 p.m.
There are 30 sessions in all.
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist preparation classes for second-grade children will be held separately from the Wednesday Faith
Formation sessions.
However, all second-graders from
Faith Formation and Palmer Catholic Academy preparing for First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist
will come together for two retreats.
Each child is to be accompanied by
at least one parent.
The Reconciliation Retreat will be
held from 8:30 a.m., with celebration of
the Mass, until noon Saturday, Oct. 6.
The Eucharistic Retreat is set for 8:30

a.m., with celebration of the Mass, until noon Saturday, March 9, 2019.
Eighth-grade students will be
confirmed at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
May 11, 2019. They will have a fullday retreat in preparation.
“We have so many eighth-grade
students to be confirmed that parents
will not attend the retreat,” Dina says.
Although children receive important instructions during the Faith Formation classes, it is their parents who
are considered the foremost educators
in the Catholic faith.
“We are helpers to the parents,” Dina
says. “But a lot don’t have the time or

the ability to teach all of the things
the children should know. The Bishops of the United States want to assure
that children not enrolled in Catholic
schools have a solid foundation for
their faith. That’s what we’re about.”
Parents can register a child after
the classes begin, although there will
be some material that has been missed.
“We want to share the Good News
of Christ’s love for the parents and
their children,” Dina says. “Our program is set up to help the parents, who
are the primary educators in the Catholic church. Our role is to help the
parents to have faith-filled children.”

Parents of children already taking part in the Faith Formation classes have
been receiving emails containing registration forms for this year. Forms also can
be found on the parish website at olsspvb.org or at the Faith Formation Office.
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Palmer Catholic Academy Looking Ahead
to a Great School Year in 2018-19

W

hen Our Lady Star of the Sea was established by
the Diocese of St. Augustine and Bishop Paul
Tanner in 1972, no one foresaw the incredible changes that would occur in the community and the parish.
When we began, we had 73 families — this number, of
course, has grown to the thousands of households that
now make up our parish community.
Twenty-five years later, in 1997, the parish recognized the need to develop a Catholic school — and
Palmer Catholic Academy was established. Mrs. Linda
Earp has served as Principal since the school’s founding,
and she was joined a few years later by Monica Begeman, Director of Admissions at the school.
“I do not think any of us could have ever anticipated what would happen to this area, this parish and this
school in the past 20-plus years,” Monica says. “Last
year, we celebrated our 20th anniversary, and much of
what is happening at the school involves continuing to
make adjustments to who we are and what we wish to
be. We began in the Browning Center, but with the
growth that was occurring, we opened our new doors
on Palm Valley Road in August 1999.
“We are so very proud of what we have accomplished,
as we are now a Blue Ribbon School — students test
in the top 10th percentile NATIONWIDE,” she adds.
“Also, we are A+ Accredited, offering state of the art
curriculum, extracurricular programs, competitive athletics and a Christ-centered faith education.”
At Palmer Catholic Academy, we coordinate
STREAM — Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art, Math — into all coursework and all grade
levels. We also provide cross-curricular study on both
campuses — the church campus and Palm Valley campus. In addition, we are introducing new and improved
standardized testing.
“We also have ongoing improvements to who we are
and how we accomplish it,” Monica says. “Two major
goals we have for this coming year involve developing
continued on back cover
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an Alumni Association and improving our parking lot.
As to the Alumni Association, we are developing a database of alumni, from which we plan to build a formal
organization with established leadership.
“Those of us who have been here through the years are
aware of how traffic has increased on the streets near the
school,” Monica adds. “A PCA traffic study was executed, and
we identified an option to improve traffic during our car pool.”
Therefore, we are adding an extension to our side
parking lot to include a car pool teardrop loop to get
cars off CR 210, and to extend our current parking.

“This is in process, but will not be completed until
this fall,” Monica says.
As we begin the new academic year, our leadership
is very proud of what we have developed at the school.
“We are blessed with an outstanding faculty,” says
Mrs. Linda Earp. “However, they are here not just because this is a job — this is a ministry to them. They
understand that they have a special place in the life of
the parish and in the excellence of Palmer Catholic
Academy, and that is what makes this such an outstanding school.”

If you would like more information about Palmer Catholic Academy,
please contact the school at 904-543-8515.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.|Sunday - 7:30 a.m.; 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Daily (Monday to Saturday) - 8:30 a.m.|Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesdays from 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Saturdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

