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When Kristina Greco was invited to join 
the Stewardship Committee, she had 

no idea what the committee would entail, but she 
did have an open mind and a heart ready to serve.

“The Stewardship Committee has been 
a wonderful experience that has helped me 
connect deeper to what our parish has to 
offer and to strive towards making an even 
more active parish,” Kristina says. “We need 
to come together as a parish, as people and 
as a faith. We all need to join in steward-
ship and be ‘Catholic strong’ together.”

The Stewardship Committee at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea Parish began when 
Msgr. Brennan asked Don Barnhorst, a 
Pastoral Council member at the time, to investigate and form such a committee. 

“The purpose of the Stewardship Committee is to promote the concept of stew-
ardship — our commitment to God of our time, talent and treasure — throughout 
our parish life,” Don says. “We accomplish this through supporting our many par-
ish ministries, a monthly newsletter and annual events.”

Since the fall of 2015, the committee has met approximately once a month, and 
committee members are appointed by Msgr. Brennan.

“It is very important to stress that the committee members are vitally neces-
sary for proper promotion of stewardship within the parish,” Don says. “None 

of the listed functions occurs without the very extensive efforts of each of 
these fine people who volunteer their time and talent.”

The initial members were Msgr. Brennan, Sr. Lucy Clynes, Monica Costanti-
no, Vince DePorre, Diane Foley, Kristina Greco, Michele Vrban, Jay Anderson, 

Steve Mona, Dan Scheuble and Don, as Committee Chair. Vivian Garcia and 
Matt Finniss joined the committee this year. 

continued on page 2

THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: 
“Catholic Strong,” Serving Together

Stewardship Committee members Diane Foley (left) 
Monica Costantino (second from right) with Bishop 

Estevez and Scott Costantino (right)
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The Stewardship Committee  continued from front cover

For Monica Costantino, serving on the committee has giv-
en her many opportunities to use her time and talents to glo-
rify God. She also believes it is important to understand that 
stewardship refers to so much more than simply “treasure.”

“The church is my home, and I consider it an honor to 
be able to serve,” Monica says. “As circumstances change in 
life, it’s important that Catholics are aware that time, trea-
sure and talent are all of great importance.”

Before each committee meeting, the members are assigned 
a reading regarding stewardship, such as the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ document To Be a Chris-
tian Steward: A Summary of the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on 
Stewardship and Bishop Estevez’s booklet on stewardship.

“We spend a significant portion of each meeting reflect-
ing on what stewardship is and what it means,” Don says. 

Meetings include discussion of upcoming events, particu-
larly the Leadership Retreat Weekend, the Ministry Fair and 
the Stewardship Renewal month. Planning effectively for 
these functions is the goal for each member of the committee.

“The parish ministries are probably the most effec-
tive means of evangelizing our faith,” Don says. “Ob-
serving the fulfillment and satisfaction that a fellow pa-
rishioner gains from participating in his or her ministry 
encourages observers to join and share the joy.”

The annual Stewardship Renewal is a three-week period 
of intense attention to the central role that stewardship should 
play in each of our lives. It culminates with an opportunity for 
parishioners to commit to giving their gifts back to God.

To begin discerning your gifts, consider speaking with 
other involved parishioners, like the members of our Stew-
ardship Committee, because finding a meaningful way to 
share your talents with the community can be life-changing. 

“When we lead a life of stewardship, everything is 
about God,” Kristina says. “I see my life as a unique gift 
that God has given me. Every day I can either see God 
in it or not. I’m so blessed that God is so evident in my 
life that I can’t see anything else but His presence.”

(From left) Stewardship Committee members Kristina Greco and 
Michele Vrban at the welcoming entrance to the Ministry Fair.

Michele Vrban (left) and Kristina Greco (right) with Barbara 
Mulvey, winner of the “Best Ministry Booth” competition.

If you would like more information about Our Lady Star of the Sea’s Stewardship Committee, 
reach out to Don Barnhorst at barnhorst@aol.com.
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As I look over the calendar for 
November, my mind is filled 

with thoughts of thanksgiving. 
These aren’t just thoughts about 
Thanksgiving Day, although I look 
towards it with happy anticipation 

— more than that, they are thoughts 
filled with a variety of reasons for 
why we should be thankful.

The month begins with a great 
celebration that should be a day of 
thanksgiving for all of us — All 
Saints’ Day. This is a great feast cele-
brating the great company of Chris-
tians now in heaven — a company 
we shall eventually join, whether or 
not we’re formally canonized, if we 
remain faithful to Christ.

And the communion of saints 
— the sharing of spiritual goods by 
those in heaven to us who are still 
in our pilgrimage — is a great cause 
for thanksgiving. We read the lives 
of the saints to be encouraged and 
inspired by their examples. Plus, we 
are strengthened by their fellowship 
in the Body of Christ, and we are 
aided by their prayers.

And then, the very next day, we 
celebrate All Souls’ Day. Although 
this day commemorates all the 

faithful departed who are being pu-
rified in Purgatory, it is natural for 
us to concentrate on the members 
of our own family and our friends 
who have died. While we pray for 
them, that they may soon experi-
ence the joys of heaven, at the same 
time we also are thankful for the 
love they gave us and for the faith 
they passed on to us.  

Then, later in the month comes 
Thanksgiving Day, the national hol-
iday celebrating all the things for 
which we are thankful. The fact that 
it comes toward the end of autumn 
reminds us that it was originally a 
harvest festival. For Christians to-
day, it ’s a wholesome reminder that 
we should thank God for every-
thing we receive, especially the gift 
of His Son, Jesus Christ. Why not 
participate in the Church’s Great 
Thanksgiving, the Holy Eucharist, 
on Thanksgiving Day? It ’s the ulti-
mate way to give thanks.  

A reminder — while much of our 
attention this month may be drawn 
to the often contentious goings-on 
in our country, we need to remem-
ber that God is in charge of the uni-
verse, even though He has given us 

free will. If we trust in His loving 
care, demonstrated by returning to 
Him a portion of the time, talent 
and treasure He has entrusted to 
us, we can withstand the troubles of 
life. It ’s a good principle to follow 
in this month of thanksgiving.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Keith Brennan
Pastor

A Letter from Our Pastor

November: A Time of Faithful Celebration 
and Sharing in Thanks

Dear Parishioners,



Our Lady Star of the Sea, as a Marian parish, has 
established this devotion to honor Mary. The 

“Walking Rosary” is held in October — the Month of 
the Rosary. It ’s a spiritual event to promote devotion 
to the Rosary, exemplify our Catholic identity and to 
honor Mary, the Mother of God.

Students from Palmer Catholic Academy attend 
Mass in their school uniform. The students then lead 
the Rosary, while the PCA Children’s choir sings. This 
year’s Walking Rosary was held on Sunday, Oct. 7, af-
ter the 11 a.m. Mass. About 400 parishioners were in 
attendance for the Rosary.

4

A LOOK BACK ON THE FOURTH ANNUAL WALKING ROSARY
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A LOOK BACK ON THE FOURTH ANNUAL WALKING ROSARY
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Young Adult Ministry 
Inspiring Community Through Stewardship

It can be easy at times to forget that 
Jesus was a young person. Though the 

challenges He faced were unimaginably 
different from those of today’s young 
people, the spirit remains the same — 
young people can change the world.

Beaches Catholic Young Adults is 
a way for parishioners younger than 
40 to connect and grow together in 
their love for Jesus. With Bible study, 
social and service events, and oppor-
tunities for adoration, the ministry 
has created a community for Cath-
olic young adults.

“Our first focus is connecting young 
adults with a relationship with Christ 
and trying to facilitate and foster that,” 
says leadership team member Mary 
Kate Phillips. “The second focus is par-
ish involvement. We try to promote 
involvement at the parish level and 
we have young adults who participate 
as Eucharistic Ministers and in music 
ministry. We try to promote that desire 
to be part of the whole parish.”

After getting started this past sum-
mer, Beaches has since completed 
group service projects each month at 
locations such as Gabriel House of 
Care and The Arc Jacksonville Village. 
The group also hosts monthly first Fri-
day adoration, and a youth and young 
adult Holy Hour that ends with a social.

“Community is the biggest part of 
what we do, and we’ve talked a lot 
about how different types of com-
munity inspire growth,” says leader-
ship team member Sarah Sherman. 

“I think it’s really special because you 
don’t really find that elsewhere.”

Mary Kate says Beaches represents 
a great opportunity for young people 
from different walks of life to come 
together to support each other’s con-
tinual growth within the faith.

“We work in a variety of different 
fields, we come from different areas of 
life, but our core focus is our Catholic 
faith,” she says. “It’s a great opportunity 
for us to understand what our faith is 
and how we as young people can live 
that out. To be able to have a commu-
nity of people who are striving for the 
same values is a huge thing. Also, it’s 
very new and we already have a ton of 
people attending, so I think it speaks to 

the need in our parish to provide young 
adults with this kind of opportunity.”

Dave Comberiate, another leadership 
team member, says he hopes Beaches 
provides a place for young Catholics to 
continue to connect with the Church and 
redefine outside perceptions of what being 
Catholic in the modern world can mean.

“The one thing we want to stress 
is that young adults are thriving and 
growing together in our community, 
and we’re empowered by what’s been 
going on in the greater Church to 
bond together and challenge each oth-
er more,” he says. “We are the future 
leaders of the Church and we con-
stantly aspire to be great leaders and 
serve our community, as well.”

Members of the Beaches Catholic Young Adults gather during a recent group service project. 
The ministry brings together parishioners under 40 to create a community of like-minded 

believers who perform acts of service, socialize and worship together.

If you would like more information on Beaches Catholic Young Adults and its upcoming events, please reach out 
to Mary Kate Phillips at marykatephillips5@gmail.com or check out Facebook.com/beachescatholicyoungadults.
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Bob Grano: Anchored in the Faith
and Led to Jesus Through Our Lady 

Born into a nominally Catholic fam-
ily, Bob Grano says he hasn’t always 

walked the straight and narrow path. 
There were periods of drifting — sea-
sons where he questioned or neglected 
the faith in which he had been baptized. 
Yet, through it all there remained a con-
tinual tug on his heart, leading him back 
time and time again — a tug which Bob 
now attributes to our Blessed Mother’s 
faithful intercession throughout his life.

“I always felt that tug back over 
the years and I know Our Lady is a 
big part of that,” Bob says. “I truly 
don’t know how people live without 
her. She’s my anchor — the person 
who keeps Satan away from me and 
continuously leads me to her Son.”

That’s why it’s especially fitting for Bob to be a parishio-
ner here at Our Lady Star of the Sea, where he has faithfully 
served for many years. Involved mostly in what he describes 
as “reaching out” ministries, Bob has worn many hats in 
his desire to better serve Christ and the Church. This has 
included serving on Parish Council, being a faithful mem-
ber of the Men’s Club, the Respect for Life Ministry and 
Rosary for the Sick, and helping Mission House. But most 
importantly of all, Bob says, he’s been privileged to bring 
our Eucharistic Lord to the sick and homebound.

“I consider it the greatest privilege that I have and that 
I’ll ever have, to be able to carry Jesus in a little pocket in 
order to bring Him to those who long to receive Him but 
can’t travel to Him. It’s such an awesome experience — a 
truly precious gift,” Bob says.

Bob says he has also been blessed to begin volunteering 
with hospice, helping to bring Christ’s merciful love to the 

sick and dying. This particular ministry 
was borne out of a powerful experience 
with his own mother, when Bob was 
able to hold her in his arms, interced-
ing for her during her final hours on 
earth. Since then, Bob has spent hours 
upon hours visiting and praying with 
parishioners and local community 
members near their death.

“I want to be with these people 
so that they don’t die alone — to let 
them know in their final hours that 
someone loves and cares for them,” 
Bob says.

Looking back on his life thus far, 
Bob can see Mary’s hand in it so 
plainly. He feels deeply grateful for 
her constant aid in his life.

“I just don’t know how people go through their life 
without our Blessed Mother,” Bob says. “I’m so un-
deserving of the blessings I’ve received. God is just 
so good and gracious. And He knows I’m trying. He 
knows what I want to be at the end of my life, and 
that’s my motivation to accept the gifts He gives me, 
even though I feel unworthy to receive them.”

Bob’s prayer is that, through Our Lady’s help, he may 
continue to say “yes” to the Lord’s calling, doing his part 
to serve our brothers and sisters, so that when his season 
of service comes to an end he may be ready to meet our 
merciful Lord.

“I just hope that God gives me the grace to keep doing 
these ministries — that He’ll give me the strength to carry 
on His will for my life, whatever that may be,” Bob says.

Bob and his devoted wife Donna have been married for 
36 years. He has 4 children and 4 grandchildren.

“I just don’t know how people go through their life without our Blessed Mother. I’m so 
undeserving of the blessings I’ve received. God is just so good and gracious. And He knows 
I’m trying. He knows what I want to be at the end of my life, and that’s my motivation to 
accept the gifts He gives me, even though I feel unworthy to receive them.” — Bob Grano
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LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.|Sunday - 7:30 a.m.; 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Daily (Monday to Saturday) - 8:30 a.m.|Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesdays from 6:00-6:45 p.m.

Saturdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Thursday, Nov. 22 

Thanksgiving Day Mass, 8:30 a.m. *

Saturday, Dec. 1
Advent Retreat with Carol Razza, 8:30 a.m. 

Dec. 8-9
Ministry Fair 

Saturday, Dec. 15
Anointing Mass, 2 p.m. 

Dec. 15-16
Stewardship Commitment Weekend 

Wednesday, Dec. 19
Penitential Service, 7 p.m.

* There will be no 7 p.m. Mass on Wednesday, Nov. 21


