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A Special Thank You to Dina Voutour,
Retiring Director of Faith Formation

s the cliché goes, sooner or later, all good things must come
to an end. And for Dina Voutour, who has served as our
Director of Faith Formation for the past 27 years, the time to
move into the next phase of her life’s adventure has come.
As someone who was raised without a religious
background and entered into the Catholic faith as an
adult, Dina has always been grateful for the opportunity
to share the faith with children and help them prepare
to receive the sacraments.
“That’s one reason I was drawn to this position and being
more involved in the church,” Dina says. “I was ‘unchurched.’
My parents couldn’t agree on religion.
“I want children to feel welcome and get something
meaningful out of the program,” she adds. “In the last 27 years, Retiring Director of Faith
Formation Dina Voutour and
there have been 2,657 children who celebrated the Eucharist
her husband, Tom, compete in
for the first time and 2,518 children who celebrated the traditional archery together
Sacrament of Confirmation.”
and look forward to traveling
One of Dina’s favorite parts of the job has been the chilmore in retirement.
dren and families that she has met and served over the years.
“Sometimes we’ve seen families go and we still exchange Christmas cards
over the years, and we get updates that the kids are in college or they had a
baby,” Dina says. “And some people stay forever. I have at least one family that
comes to mind, where the mother was in my program and now her children
are in the program.”
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Not only has she helped countless children and young
people grow in their faith, but Dina has also found her own
relationship with God deepening through the years.
“I have attended many workshops and I’ve heard such
wonderful speakers,” she says. “Every time you hear the
Gospel, even though you hear the same Gospel over and
over, it can speak to you and you can hear something new.
I’m always learning — you couldn’t learn in a lifetime everything about the Catholic faith.
“And I’m an introvert,” she adds. “So only by the grace
of God have I been able to do my job, lead meetings and
teach — only through God’s grace.”
And although many things have changed over the past
27 years, working under three different bishops and three
different pastors, with a host of job descriptions, Dina’s
sense of “calling” remained the same.
“There has to be a calling, it’s not just a job,” she says. “It’s
not all just peaches and cream, there are challenges that will
come up and God has given me the grace because I feel He
called me to do this.”
As she joins her husband in retirement, Dina looks forward to spending more time traveling with him and their
miniature dachshund.
“We hope to be doing some camping and touring around
the United States in our camper,” she says. “But we’re not
moving away — we absolutely love where we live.”
Dina encourages the families of the parish to continue to
prioritize their children’s faith formation, beginning when
they are young children and continuing through the years.
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“I would encourage our parishioners to always remember that, just as they want more than a second-grade level of
math or other subject for their child, their child needs and
deserves more than a second-grade understanding of their
faith,” Dina says. “I’d like to encourage parents to give their
children all of the richness and blessings of their Catholic
faith by bringing them to Faith Formation classes.”
Dina is grateful for the years she’s spent at the parish and
will continue to look back on her time at Our Lady Star of
the Sea with fond memories.
“I’ve had a wonderful job here and wonderful career
here,” Dina says. “There’s something special about working
for the parish that you love, in a community that you love.”
The priests, staff, and parishioners of Our Lady Star of
the Sea wish to thank Dina for her years of service to our
community, and assure her of our prayers and best wishes
for the years ahead.

“I’ve had a wonderful job here
and wonderful career here. There’s
something special about working
for the parish that you love, in a
community that you love.”
— Dina Voutour

A Letter from Our Pastor

REMEMBERING

AMERICA IS A

GIFT FROM

Dear Parishioners,

W

e’re all familiar with the song
“America the Beautiful.” Many
of us share the feelings that inspired
Katharine Lee Bates when she composed it as a poem.

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.
Katharine Bates drew her inspiration from her experiences during the
summer of 1893. An English professor at Wellesley College in Massachusetts, she went to teach summer school
at Colorado College, necessitating a
journey across the country. The trip’s
highlight came when she reached the
pinnacle of Pikes Peak and could gaze
upon range after range of the Rocky
Mountains on one side and the expanse of the Great Plains on the other.
Moved by the vistas around her
and the varied features of America she
had seen, an idea for a poem and some
of its words formed in her mind atop

GOD

I think it’s a suitable theme for July,
the month we celebrate Independence
Day, our national holiday. Thankfulness, after all, is the basis of stewardship, the recognition that we’ve been
given all we have. We’re then responsible to the Giver for the use we make
of His gifts.
The gifts we celebrate are manifold.
Some are of a spiritual nature — our salvation by Christ and the sacraments, for
example. Others are in the natural order, such as the beauties of creation and
abundant harvests. Still others relate to
social relationships, like families, friends
and national life. Whatever the class of
these gifts, God is their ultimate source,
the mountain. That night, back in her and they are blessings.
hotel room, she completed the poem.
Let us then receive these gifts —
I think the reason for the popular- the time, talent, and treasure entrustity of “America the Beautiful” is that ed to us — with thanksgiving. Let us
it combines several themes into one offer praise to the Father of mercies
coherent whole. The beauty and im- for them, and let us use them in His
mensity of America’s natural creation, service.
the rich abundance of our harvests,
and the recognition of God’s gener- Sincerely yours in Christ,
osity are woven together. The final
product forms a hymn of thanksgiving
for our land that goes beyond national
pride to prayer, for God is the spiritual Msgr. Keith Brennan
Pastor
source for all the goodness we have.
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Suzanne Scheuble’s Netsa

Caring for Abandoned a

M

ost young adults in today’s
world are still trying to decide what path to take in life. At age
22, they might be thinking about where
they want to live, or which career they
should pursue. Certainly, very few —
if any — could say they have served
God’s children as fully as Suzanne
Scheuble has! Having received a call
to work with orphans in Ethiopia at a
young age, Suzanne has spent the last
10 years of her life working to fulfill
this extraordinary vocation.
Suzanne, who grew up a parishioner at Our Lady Star of the Sea, was
still in grade school when she first felt
that God had given her a very specific
mission in life.
“I had known there was an orphan crisis in the world and had always
wanted to help,” she says. “But when I
was 11 or 12, I suddenly felt like God
wanted me to go to Ethiopia specifically and help orphans there. It was completely out of the blue — I didn’t even
know where Ethiopia was on a map.”
From the beginning, Suzanne’s
parents, parishioners Dan and Jill
Scheuble, have supported their daughter’s call to serve in Ethiopia. The family made their first visit to the country
when Suzanne was a teenager, receiving an introduction to Ethiopian life
by a missionary who had been working
there for some time.
While the Scheubles visited many
facilities on their first trip, including
hospitals and clinics, Suzanne felt herself drawn to the orphanages.
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Suzanne Scheuble with her husband, Abraham, and daughter, Sarah.

“I noticed that the children were
not receiving very good care at the
orphanages we visited,” Suzanne says.
“There was a lack of resources, and also
a lack of care and concern, especially
for the special needs children. They
weren’t viewed as children — they
were viewed more as the unwanted and unloved of society who didn’t
have a place.”

The Scheuble family made five
more visits to Ethiopia over the next
two years, eventually bringing home
an abandoned infant, Christopher, who
was in need of brain surgery. Once the
procedure was completed at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital, it was determined
that he would need more follow up
medical care than anticipated, so the
Scheubles adopted him into the family.
continued on page 5

anet Ministries in Ethiopia

and Impoverished Youth

After completing a bachelor’s degree
in psychology in just two years at the
University of North Florida, Suzanne
decided to make the move to Ethiopia at age 20. Taking a leap of faith,
she took the first step in fulfilling her
dream to establish a quality orphanage
in the country by acquiring an NGO
— non-governmental organization —
license.
“Getting the license was probably
the hardest part,” she says. “It wasn’t
easy, but I feel like God orchestrated
every part and brought it all together.
I learned to trust God because in the
beginning, I didn’t have anyone there
One program in Suzanne Scheuble’s Netsanet Ministries helps single mothers support their
helping me. I had to trust that this was
families by learning a trade and providing them with microloans to start their own businesses.
His plan for these kids and just go from
there.”
Thanks to the generosity of many to fund the Netsanet mission work. The the family preservation project helps
— including Our Lady Star of the Sea main project run by the ministry con- about 500 local children with food and
parishioners — Suzanne was able to sists of two care homes currently hous- supplies; the special needs sponsorship
get her Netsanet Ministries up and ing 45 abandoned and special needs program provides the families of
children with special needs with
running in Hawassa, Ethiopia. Because children.
Three additional Netsanet programs everything from medical equipment
all funding for the project must come
from the United States, Suzanne relies aim to keep biological families together to specialized parental instruction;
on fundraising and child sponsorships and prevent child abandonment — and a fourth project helps train
continued on page 6

“We’re all God’s children, and I feel like God put a special calling in every person.
I went to Ethiopia because God told me to go there. If God calls you to something,
all the puzzle pieces are going to come together. I feel like we’re all called to be the
hands and feet of Christ in some way. The Church can prepare us and teach us
and put that light within us, but we have to take that light into the world and
invite other people to experience the light of Christ.” — Suzanne Scheuble
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Suzanne Scheuble’s Netsanet Ministries in Ethiopia
Caring for Abandoned and Impoverished Youth
continued from page 5

single, impoverished mothers in a trade and grants them feet of Christ in some way. The Church can prepare us
microloans to get their new businesses off the ground.
and teach us and put that light within us, but we have to
The mission of all Netsanet Ministries projects is best take that light into the world and invite other people to
summed up in the name itself.
experience the light of Christ.”
“‘Netsanet’ means ‘freedom’ in Ethiopian,” Suzanne says.
As she serves God’s children in Ethiopia, Suzanne
“When I first visited orphanages there, I felt like the kids remains thankful for all the love and support from Florida
were in prison. I wanted them to have the freedom of a — from parents Dan and Jill, older brother Michael, and
normal life and of becoming what God wanted them to be. younger brother Christopher, as well as the incredible
Most of our kids are special needs — they may have severe financial and moral support she has received from so
autism, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or HIV — so I think that many Our Lady Star of the Sea parishioners. What a
means different things for all of them. For some, it’s just remarkable inspiration for living out the Gospel call we
about kindness and being good people. For others, it’s have in Suzanne!
about going after their educational pursuits and having
a normal life, normal job, normal future. That’s what
everyone deserves.”
While the children in the care homes have always been
Suzanne’s “children,” the 22-year-old is also building a
family of her own. Suzanne met her husband, Abraham,
when she brought one of the orphans to the Emergency
Room where he was the attending doctor. The couple was
married last year, and not long after, Abraham found an
infant abandoned outside of the hospital. The couple have
since adopted the baby girl, Sarah.
Reflecting on her life and mission in Ethiopia, Suzanne
can’t imagine being anywhere else.
“We’re all God’s children, and I feel like God put
a special calling in every person,” she says. “I went to
Ethiopia because God told me to go there. If God calls
you to something, all the puzzle pieces are going to come
Suzanne Scheuble’s Netsanet Ministries provides two care
together. I feel like we’re all called to be the hands and
homes for abandoned and special needs children in Ethiopia.

Are you interested in learning more about Netsanet Ministries? Visit their website at netsanetministries.com.
For parishioners interested in supporting this ministry, donations and sponsorships can be set up directly through the
website. There are many other ways to help as well, including prayer, sharing the website with others, or even making a
trip out to visit the care homes! Also, a special collection for Netsanet Ministries will be held at
parish Masses during the weekend of July 13-14.
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Make or Renew a

C

MARIAN

onsecration

to Prepare for 150th Year Celebration of Our Diocese

T

he Diocese of St. Augustine will turn 150 years old
on Oct.11, 2020 and, as approved by the Holy See,
will celebrate with a “Total Consecration of Jesus Through
Mary and a Crowning of Our Lady of La Leche.” The Mission Nombre De Dios, where the Shrine of Our Lady of La
Leche is located, is known as the first place in the United
States where a Catholic Mass was celebrated.
To prepare our hearts and minds for this very special
celebration, Montfort Missionary Fr. Hugh Gillespie will
visit our diocese for five weeks in August. He will be with
us at Our Lady Star of the Sea from Aug. 10-11, and will
speak on “Why Mary, What is True Devotion to Mary”
and making or renewing a Marian consecration starting at
the 8:30 am Mass on Saturday and continuing to 3 p.m. He
will have time with regional youth at the 5:30 p.m. Mass
on Sunday, Aug. 11. The goal of a Marian consecration is
always to draw us closer to Christ.
Deacon Robert De Luca, of Bishop Kenny High
School in Jacksonville and St. Luke’s Parish in Middleburg, is helping lead this Totus Tuus (Totally Yours) Tour,
as appointed by the bishop, to prepare members of the
diocese to make a consecration to Mary prior to the Oct.
11, 2020 celebration.
“Before we consecrate the diocese, wouldn’t it be great
if people consecrated themselves in preparation for the anniversary?” Deacon Robert says.
Deacon Robert was appointed because of his personal devotion to Mary, which was strengthened after
a Marian pilgrimage to Częstochowa, Poland in 2014.
He witnessed Polish people of all ages making a pilgrimage to the icon of the Black Madonna or Our Lady
of Częstochowa, and was amazed and changed by their

Fr. Hugh Gillespie, a Montfort Missionary, will
be presenting Aug. 10-11 in preparation for
making or renewing a Marian Consecration.

faith. He has also seen the fruits of Marian consecrations
at Bishop Kenny High School.
“I have seen so many positive effects, including more
prayerfulness and piety among the students,” he says. “There
has also been an increase in confession.”
Deacon Robert believes many Catholics don’t know
or understand the role of Mary in our faith. Attending Fr.
Hugh Gillespie’s talks can help with that.
continued on back cover
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“Catholics are a smaller population in this area,” Deacon
Robert says. “We are often ill-equipped to answer what the role
of Mary is in our faith. If we understand her role, we are able to
answer questions on the topic.”
Deacon Robert says the two reasons he sees people converting to Catholicism are the Eucharist and Mary.
“The quickest and safest way to Jesus is through His mother,”
he says. “God chose a woman to deliver Jesus to the world.”
In an April letter, Bishop Felipe J. Estévez said, “I have
asked Deacon Robert De Luca to help us promote through
the diocese the practice of a daily Marian consecration among
families in parishes and schools.”

continued from page 7

Deacon Robert recommends that everyone attend Fr. Hugh
Gillespie’s talk to “deepen their Catholic faith and learn about
this old tradition in the church.”
“We want to move into the future with a greater devotion to
Christ and His Church,” Deacon Robert says. “These are trying
times, and how else can we move forward without the help of
our Mother?”
There will be three Masses in the diocese to make or renew a
Marian consecration. They are Oct. 11 at the Santa Fe Shrine of
Our Lady of La Leche in High Springs, Oct. 12 at Assumption
Catholic Church in Jacksonville, and Oct. 12 at St. Anastasia
Catholic Church in St. Augustine.

For more info on Fr. Hugh Gillespie’s upcoming visit and talk at Our Lady Star of the Sea,
please contact Sister Lucy Clynes, DW at 904-285-2698 or srlucyclynesDW@olsspvb.org.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.|Sunday - 7:30 a.m.; 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Daily (Monday to Saturday) - 8:30 a.m.|Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesdays from 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Saturdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

