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Hospitality, in many ways, is the glue that 
holds us all together. It transforms the 

church from a place we merely visit each week 
to a living, breathing home — in turn, making 
us truly feel a part of the faith family. And 
while we are all called to develop hospitality 
in our own individual ways, parishioner Amy 
Warpinski says that the Usher Ministry plays 
a key part in helping this important pillar of 
stewardship grow and flourish at Our Lady 
Star of the Sea.

 “I think everyone needs to feel welcomed 
in the parish, and the Usher Ministry helps 
make that possible,” Amy says. “Sometimes 
just a smile or a friendly word to someone 
while you are performing your ushering 
duties can really make their day.”

 Amy first got involved in the ministry 
four years ago. Having spent several years 
volunteering for the Coffee and Donut 
Ministry, Amy was looking for another 
parish ministry that would allow her to 
serve while continuing to cultivate hospitality. So when a fellow parishioner invited 
her to consider ushering, she agreed to give the ministry a try.

“I signed up and just fell in love with it,” Amy says. “I go to the 7:30 a.m. Mass 
on Sunday mornings and before the Mass begins I like to greet people just outside 

the door where my section is. You get to know the people in your section over 
time and I have met so many wonderful people from this ministry.”

Ministry coordinator Frank Cervone echoes Amy’s sentiments, describing 
the ministry as a tremendous community builder. Frank says that this is one 

continued on page 2

Building a “Community Within a 
Community” Through the Usher Ministry

 (From left) dedicated ushers Dee Walker 
and Terese Adams enjoy serving our parish 

community this way.
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Currently, the ministry is in need for additional ushers at all Masses. If you are interested, 
please contact Frank Cervone at 904-994-3814 or frankyc@mac.com.

Usher Ministry  continued from front cover

of the great gifts of the ministry, allowing parish ushers 
to build a far greater connection to the faith community.

“It’s a bond that you develop, forming a community 
within a community,” Frank says. “People have a 
tendency to sit in the same area of the church Sunday 
after Sunday. So over time, they become increasingly 
familiar to you and you to them. I just can’t describe fully 
how rewarding that is.”

Not only does ushering strengthen ones connection 
to the community, but also to the liturgy itself. In the 
process of greeting and seating parishioners, coordinating 
the collection, assisting with the Communion lines and 
distributing bulletins, you become much more aware of 
and in tune with the sacred liturgy. 

“I feel like I am much more engaged in the Mass,” 
Amy says. “You are aware of your cues to become 
involved, and that in turn makes you more attentive to 
what is happening in Mass.”

“It allows you to take a more active role in the liturgy,” 
Frank says. “And whenever you are able to give back to 
the church and become more involved like that, it’s just 
so rewarding.”

Another unique aspect of the ministry is the fact that 
any parishioner can become part of it — old or young, 
full-time parishioner or snowbird. 

“There are no guidelines as to who can be a part of 
it,” Frank says. “We have female and male ushers. We 
have some as young as 10 years old who will usher with a 
parent, and it’s just a beautiful thing to see them serving 
together like that. Then we have ushers that are 90 years 
old. It’s a ministry where all are welcome to come and 
give of their time and talent.”

“I hope we can just continue to grow this ministry,” 
Amy says. “I think if people would just come and give it 
a try they would really love it.”

Parishioners Stephen and Carol Sabatalo appreciate that ushering 
allows them the opportunity to serve together as a couple.

mailto:frankyc@mac.com
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How do you feel at the end 
of the Palm Sunday Mass 

each year? Have you ever noticed 
the abrupt shift of tone during the 
course of that liturgy? It begins 
with great joy as we celebrate 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem to the 
acclamation of the crowds. But, 
then, the mood swings to sorrow 
when the Passion Gospel is read, 
for we hear those same crowds 
shouting, “Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him!” a few days later.

 Palm Sunday begins Holy 
Week, the most important week in 
the Christian year. The confusion 
of conflicting moods is spread 
through the week, especially 
during the Easter Triduum from 
sundown Holy Thursday to sundown Easter Sunday. 

Holy Thursday offers us the glorious Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper celebrating the institution of the Eucharist 
before we pass to the sadness of the betrayal and arrest 
of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The next day 
brings us the Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion with 
our recognition of what our sins did to the Incarnate 
Son of God. Then, after a day of waiting as we mourn 
Jesus’ burial and repose in the tomb, we celebrate His 
victory over sin, Satan and death at the Easter Vigil on 
Saturday night or at the Masses the next day. If we have 
participated in all the main services of the Triduum, we 
arrive at Sunday evening exhausted, but joyful.    

 This year Palm Sunday falls on the first Sunday 
in April, so we observe Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
early in the month. That means we will spend most 
of April in the Easter Season, a period filled with joy 
and thanksgiving. Our gladness comes not only because 
Christ rose from the dead, but also because we benefit 

from it. As the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church puts it, “The 
Paschal mystery has two aspects: 
by his death, Christ liberates us 
from sin; by his Resurrection, he 
opens for us the way to a new 
life” (CCC, 654).

In other words, Christ ’s 
Resurrection is the source of our 
own future resurrection. St. Paul 
wrote about it to the Romans in 
the following words: “For if we 
have grown into union with him 
through a death like his, we shall 
also be united with him in the 
resurrection” (Rom 6:5). 

Eternal life in union with 
Christ — a hope for a new life 
beginning now and extending on 

into heaven — is the result of Jesus’ Resurrection. What 
greater grounds for thanksgiving can there be than this 
Easter hope?

How do we show our joy and gratitude to God for 
this amazing gift? We join in worship and we praise 
God by word and song. We share the Good News of 
Jesus’ victory over death with our family, friends and 
neighbors. And we offer back to the Lord a portion 
of the time, talent and treasure He has entrusted to us. 
Yes, the Easter message that we share in the benefits of 
Christ ’s Resurrection is the ultimate foundation for all 
Christian stewardship.

The Lord is risen, alleluia.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Keith Brennan
Pastor

A Letter from Our Pastor

The Foundation of Christian Stewardship
Dear Parishioners,



If you took a microphone and video camera and asked 
people on the street, “What is Confirmation?” you would 

receive a variety of answers, with varying levels of accuracy. 
But no doubt, one of the responses you’d get would sound 
something like, “It’s like a graduation, for Catholics.” 
It’s a common misconception, that the Sacrament of 
Confirmation could be compared to graduation — in fact, 
that couldn’t be further from the truth. 

As a Sacrament of Initiation, Confirmation is 
actually the first step into living as a fully initiated 
member of the Catholic Church, being sealed with 
the Holy Spirit and fully welcomed into the mission 
of living and sharing our Catholic faith. Here at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea, we hope to instill this vision and 
understanding into those that we prepare to receive 
this sacrament. 

 Our Confirmation preparation process, which typically 
takes place in eighth grade, includes youth from Palmer 
Academy, as well as our Faith Formation and Youth 
Ministry programs. This year, about 100 young people will 
be confirmed on Saturday, May 9.

 “You received the gift of the Holy Spirit in Baptism, and 
you’re being sealed with the Holy Spirit when the Bishop 
confirms you,” says Deacon Dan Scrone, who prepares the 
students at Palmer Academy for Confirmation.  “When 
you receive that sacrament, you’re receiving the Gifts of the 
Spirit and they give you the strength of the Holy Spirit for 
all the things you’re faced with in life.” 

 Students preparing to receive the sacrament in our 
Faith Formation program, and at Palmer Academy, spend 
both their seventh and eighth-grade years learning more 
about what we believe as Catholics, how to live out the 
faith in daily life and, most importantly, how to develop a 
personal relationship with God. 

 “I spend a lot of time hopefully inspiring them to 
grow spiritually in their personal relationship with Jesus,” 
Deacon Dan says. “We spend a lot of time talking about life 
in general, the things they’re going to face in high school, 
and how do you handle that.”

 “It is my hope that our students will embrace the grace 
of the sacrament and realize that their faith is the most 
important tool in their toolbox when making choices and 
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PREPARING FOR A LIFE OF FAITH: The Sacrament of Confirmation

The Confirmation retreat is a chance for those preparing to receive the sacrament to grow in their faith and relationship with other young Catholics. 
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the right decisions in their life,” says Gail Polochak, who 
serves as a catechist in the Faith Formation program.           

 For students who receive the sacrament in high school, 
the curriculum looks slightly different, with parents 
attending formation sessions each week, with their student. 
Catherine Savilla, Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, works to prepare these high school students who 
have not yet been confirmed to receive the sacrament. 

 Catherine also coordinates the day-long Confirmation 
retreat, which is facilitated by members of our Youth Ministry 
program, along with other adult and young adult volunteers. The 
retreat is an opportunity for the young people who are preparing 
for Confirmation to spend a day away from the busyness of 
everyday life and focus on their relationship with God.

 “We have several high school students who give witnesses 
throughout the retreat about how they’ve grown in the faith 
and what being confirmed means to them and looks like 
in high school,” Catherine says. “We like to have our high 
schoolers show these eighth-graders that this is not the end — 
it’s just the beginning and this is what it could look like.”

This year, parents of those being confirmed will also 
participate in a mini-retreat to help empower them to 
grow along with their children, during this important 
time in their lives. 

 “We want the parents to understand that they are a part of 
the process, part of the journey,” Catherine says. “If you expect 
the faith to stick with your kids, it has to stick with you.”

Both Deacon Dan and Catherine hope that our young 
people will continue to deepen their relationship with 
Christ and the Church, beyond Confirmation.

“Make sure your relationship with Christ is solid,” 
Deacon Dan says. “He’ll never leave you alone.” 

“We want [our Confirmandi] to know that this a big 
deal and we’re so happy and proud that they’re officially 

initiated into the Church,” Catherine adds. “We want to 
welcome them and to know we’ve been praying for them.”

Gail reminds her fellow parishioners to intercede for our 
young people, as they take this important step. 

“Our students know that the Church is their home and 
it is also their responsibility to help take care of it,” she says. 

“They have been taught to be truly grateful for this body 
of Christ and to get involved, using their gifts, talents and 
inspirations to make a better world. We must never stop 
praying for our youth, the leadership of tomorrow.”  

PREPARING FOR A LIFE OF FAITH: The Sacrament of Confirmation

If you would like more information on Confirmation preparation at Our Lady Star of the Sea, or to 
enroll your child in classes, please contact the Faith Formation office at 904-567-1960. 

 The high school youth ministry students fill the entryway of the 
church with prayer intentions for those who will be confirmed. 



Everyone loves springtime. The weather is warmer and 
beautiful flowers are blooming all around us.

But anyone with a beautiful garden will attest that the 
flowers do not magically appear as if the season change 
itself miraculously makes the flowers bloom. Beautiful 
flowers and lush gardens are the result of the gardener’s 
hard work.

 Imagine that a man is given some flower seeds. The 
man then buries the seeds in the ground and leaves them 
on their own. As the months pass and rain falls, some 
seeds may receive enough nourishment to bloom. But 
simply burying seeds in the ground will hardly make for a 
gorgeous garden. Rather, if the man truly wants to enjoy 
many beautiful flowers, there is much care and work ahead. 
Recognizing the hidden beauty within these simple seeds, 
he must cultivate the ground, plant the seeds in a solid 
foundation, then water and fertilize them throughout the 
year — only then will he see the proper fruit these seeds 
were made to bear.

This simple illustration speaks to the heart of us this 
season — not only as we look around at the flowers, but 
more importantly as we reflect on the springtime of the 
Church. We are celebrating the great feast of Easter when, 
through His death and Resurrection, Christ offers us the 
greatest gift of all — eternal life with Him forever. This 
celebration leads us to reflect on the many gifts God has 

given us in this life and the fruit they will bear, especially 
as we look to life eternal. 

 He has given each of us a multitude of gifts so that 
we can better serve Him and bring others to Him. Do we 
notice the hidden potential of our gifts? Do we see them, 
like the seed — as seemingly small, yet so full of fruit? 
Everything we have — our time, talents and treasure — is 
a gift from the Lord. Do we accept gifts in gratitude, then 
put them to use by cultivating and nourishing them so 
they will bear the proper fruit? 

 Just like springtime flowers that we enjoy, our time, 
talents and treasure need to be cared for. Our gifts need to 
be cultivated and nourished. It is only then that we will see 
them for what they are — wonderful gifts given by God 
meant for His greater glory. 

 Like the seeds, if we use our gifts flippantly, we may 
see some fruits here and there. But we are called to so 
much more — we are called to build a beautiful garden. 
We are called to offer God the most beautiful flowers of 
all.

 This season, as we look at all the beautiful flowers 
around us and enjoy God’s creation, let us think about the 
seeds in our own lives. Ask yourself if you have accepted the 
gifts God has given you — your time, talents and treasure 
— and have cultivated and cared for them properly. Or, do 
they just sit dormant within you yearning to bloom?
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New Members of the Church 
Welcomed into our Faith Family through RCIA
Through the Rite of Christian 

Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
process at our parish, God’s amazing 
grace works wonders. 

 “Over the years I have been 
blessed by journeying with some 
very sincere and dedicated inquirers 
about the Catholic faith,” says 
Pastoral Minister Sr. Lucy Clynes, 
D.W., who serves as the RCIA 
Ministry leader at our parish. “I am 
always humbled by the faith and 
desire of the inquirers and their 
commitment to trust the process of 
ever-deeper conversion. We are all 
enriched by these new Catholics.”

At our parish, RCIA sessions begin 
in August and run until a few weeks 
after the Easter Vigil. Those who are interested first contact 
the Parish Office, then undergo an interview with Sr. Lucy. 
RCIA members who have completed their formation are 
fully initiated at the Easter Vigil. 

 Utilizing the liturgical calendar, the sessions feature 
presentations about the main areas of Catholic life and 
worship. Various parishioners, including our clergy, 
facilitate input on aspects of the Catholic faith — the 
Old and New Testaments; God as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit; the Seven Sacraments; and living as a Catholic 
in today’s world. 

 “I work with the following great and committed 
team members — Deacon Don DeLorenzo, Jim 
Balestra, Gretchen Alter, and Bob Conley,” Sr. Lucy 
says. “We are also blessed to have two team members 
working with the children, Cathleen DeLorenzo and 
Kathy Acosta. Deacon and I teach with parishioners 
who present the various topics, as well as share their 
involvements in ministry here at the parish. This helps 

to make a connection between 
hearing about our faith and also 
living it.”

 Each RCIA catechumen and 
candidate also has a sponsor to be 
a model of faith for them, as well 
as a support system and “sounding 
board” along the way.

“Sponsors are meant to companion 
the candidates throughout the process 
and answer questions that come up 
along the journey,” Sr. Lucy says.

Currently, RCIA Team members 
serve as sponsors when needed, 
especially during some of the rituals. 
RCIA participants seem to prefer 
to select their sponsors — usually a 
spouse or friend.

The RCIA process also includes a number of sacred 
rites and rituals that enrich the RCIA member along 
their journey to full communion with the Church.

“The various rituals within the RCIA process are always 
very meaningful for me,” Sr. Lucy says. “The entire parish 
community, along with the sponsors and guests of the 
catechumens and candidates, are usually deeply moved by 
these rituals, which include the Rite of Welcome and the 
Rite of Sending Forth. Having the opportunity to connect 
with the bishop at the Rite of Election and experiencing 
the relationship to the universality of our Church is also 
significant for each RCIA member.”

Overall, the RCIA process is a very inspiring, 
uplifting journey that draws souls to God and unites 
them to their fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in a 
profound and meaningful way.

“We hope that the RCIA process will help them deepen 
their relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church, as 
well as with the community of believers,” Sr. Lucy says.

If you would like to join the RCIA process, or would like further information on how to help, please 
contact Sr. Lucy Clynes, D.W., at 904-285-2698 or srlucyclynesdw@olsspvb.org.

mailto:srlucyclynesdw@olsspvb.org
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LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 p.m.|Sunday - 7:30 a.m.; 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Daily (Monday to Saturday) - 8:30 a.m.|Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesdays from 6:00-6:45 p.m.

Saturdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m.

Holy Week Retreat — April 6-8, 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
with Msgr. Stephen Bosso

Holy Thursday Mass — 7 p.m.

Good Friday Liturgy — 3 p.m.

Easter Vigil Mass — 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday Mass — 7 a.m.,9 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m.

Holy Week Schedule 
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